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Dams of the United States
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Summary

Freshwater protection

Terrestrial Protection- GAP Status*

* a measure of management intent to conserve biodiversity
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River Length (Miles)
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Protected River
Index of the U.S

The Protected River Index (PRI)
accounts for the conservation
effectiveness ofdifferent
mechanisms with respect to five
key ecological attributes

Physical Hydrologic

Habitat Regime
y'":. <2
'.'.i. 1 .r.l'
N I A
"..:'-::.'_‘.:.-

Inland water
(/ Ecosystem
| ,}L@ Integrity E
. = -
Quality
RN

S

Biotic
Composition

Connectivity

Moberg et al. (2024)

Durable Freshwater Protection Framework (Higgins et al. 2021)

Key Ecological Attribute

Threat

Hydrologic regime (Timing, magnitude,
duration, frequency)

Water flow and level regime alteration,
water withdraws, inter-basin transfers

Connectivity
(Lateral, longitudinal, temporal)

Dams, levees, road /stream crossings

Water quality (e.g., Nutrients, dissolved
oxygen, sediments, temperature regimes,
pH, toxins)

Watershed runoff or point sources of
excess sediments and/or nutrients,
bacteria, toxic chemicals, reductions of
transport of natural sediments and
nutrients from dams

Habitat
(Structure, distribution, abundance,
condition)

In-stream and lake shoreline gravel

mining, channelization, floodplain

and/or riparian and other wetland
destruction/conversion

Biotic composition (Species composition,
abundance, distribution)

Over harvesting, invasive species
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River length (%)
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Mechanisms of
river protection

Protection mechanisms
—— River conservation

____Riparian & floodplain
conservation

~ Policies that focus on
endangered species
Terrestrial protected areas
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Multiple use (other)




Protected River Index
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