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N THE COOL DARKNESS of morning

on March 26, 1996, the Bureau of
““Reclamation ramped the flows up at
Glen Canyon Dam in an attempt to
restore habitats and beaches in the
Grand Canyon by stimulating the move-
ment of sediment. The Bureau agreed to
this experiment after many scientists
and the National Academy of Sciences
all pointed to the fact that Glen Canyon
Dam had seriously disrupted the flow of
the Colorado River. Clearly something
drastic needed to be done to stem the
tide of lost ecological resources.

The Artificial Flood, as it came to be
known, was a great scientific endeavor
and the first appli-

The Myth of the Flood

oy Dave Wegner

My job from 1982 through 1996 was to
coordinate the Bureau's Glen Canyon
Environmental Studies in the Grand
Canyon and in Lake Powell reservoir.
Supported by a team of dedicated scien-
tists, and through a huge amount of
hard work, we were able to move the
Bureau of Reclamation toward a better
understanding of dam operations at
Glen Canyon and at other dams
throughout the Bureau's family of dams
in the 17 Western states. By March of
1996, the Bureau and the Secretary of
Interior were enthusiastically embracing
the flood and Adaptive Management
(albeit after much arm twisting.) They
truly believed that

cation of Adaptive
Management  at
Glen Canyon Dam.

Anything less than the return of a free-
flowing Colorado River through Glen
Canyon and Grand Canyon is like put-

periodic floods at
Glen Canyon Dam
and more sensitive

This was to begin a

ting a Band-Aid on a hemorrhage.

power  operations

new day of ecologi-
cal sensitivity at Glen Canyon Dam. The
hope was that by periodically mimicking
Mother Nature's flow regimes and
reducing some operational arrogance,
the dam could be maintained and the
Grand Canyon protected. The reality is
that the only way to protect the Grand
Canyon is to decommission Glen
Canyon Dam. Anything less than the
return of a free-flowing Colorado River
through Glen Canyon and Grand
Canyon is like putting a Band-Aid on a
hemorrhage.

Dave Edwards

could help to miti-
gate the effects of Glen Canyon Dam
and meet the mandates of the Grand
Canyon Protection Act. They sold this
notion to the press, the agencies, the
environmentalists, the river community,
and the public.

The publicity generated throughout
the experimental flow was phenomenal.
After the media flood subsided, and the
flows returned to normal operations, it
became quickly obvious that the bene-
fits of the flood would be very short-
term. Although the agency line could
not be supported, the Bureau had gone
too far down the river. They were com-
mitted to supporting what the public
and the Department of the Interior
wanted to believe. Those scientists who
pointed out that the flood did not work
were quietly offered jobs elsewhere, were
forced out or were conscripted in the
new regime that came to run the adap-
tive management program. And by then,
it was old news; the public was left with
the impression that the damage wrought
by Glen Canyon Dam had been miti-




gated by the Flood, the problem solved.
To find the simple and unwashed

truth, one only has to look at the Grand

Canyon and ask the following questions:

- Are there more beaches or larger
beaches in the Grand Canyon today
than there were in March 1996? How
about predam?

- Are there more humpback chub in the
Colorado River ecosystem now? Is
there more habitat?

- Are there more Southwestern Willow
flycatchers in the Colorado River
Corridor today?

- Are there more native plants along the
Colorado River riparian corridor?

- Is there less tamarisk and camel thorn
today than pre-1996?

- Are there more native species of birds,
reptiles, and mammals along the
Colorado River corridor today?

- Has the habitat of the endangered
Kanab Ambersnail returned to pre-
flood levels?

- Can it be honestly said that the Grand
Canyon river corridor is better off
today than it was pre-dam?

Unfortunately, the answer to each
and every one of the above ques-
tions is no. The 1996 release did
temporarily provide for an
increase in the number and
size of beaches in Grand
Canyon. That is scientific
fact. However, within six
months those increases had
already been reclaimed by
the clear, sediment hungry
water released from Glen
Canyon Dam. The short-
term increase in native wil-
lows along the corridor
immediately after 1996 does
not come close to compensat-
ing for the thousands of acres
of critical riparian habitat that
was lost when Reservoir Powell
drowned Glen Canyon.

We wanted to believe, my god we
wanted to believe that we could some-
how do something good for the environ-
ment with the dam. We wanted more
beaches, we wanted sand in the right

places in the Grand Canyon, and we
wanted to somehow find a way to bal-
ance the dam and the environment. The
truth is that no matter how many meet-
ings or scientific studies are done, the
result is the same—

to publicly come out and admit it
because their paychecks are tied to con-
tinued studies, the truth is that their data
supports this conclusion. The Colorado
River is losing, rather than gaining, its
valuable living sys-

the river loses while | Through the Adaptive Management| tems,

those who gain | Process, we are studying the death of the

If we raise our

from the dam con- | river and riparian ecosystems of the| sight above the con-

tinue to go about Colorado River.

crete edifice, it is

their business. Who
speaks for the river and the species that
depend upon it?

The plain truth is that with the dam in
place, no amount of tweaking of the
flow regimes will bring back or sustain
the Grand Canyon ecosystem. No ther-
mal regulatory devices, sand supple-
mentation, flow modification or
periodic floods will provide the critical
physical and biological components and
processes that are necessary in order for
Grand Canyon to sustain it for the
future. While many of the scientists who
work in the Grand Canyon are reluctant

Photograph by Katie Lee

obvious that por-
tions of the San Juan and Colorado
River flowing into the reservoir are neg-
atively impacted by more than thirty
years of reservoir management. They are
becoming
choked
with sedi-
ment and
water
quality
condi-
tions are
degrading
as the sed-
iments
release
th efr
heavy metal load, salts and accumulated
toxins. Without annual floods, the
reservoir is slowly being poisoned.
Meanwhile,  through  the
Adaptive Management process,
we are studying the death of
the river and riparian ecosys-
tems of the Colorado River.
The message is clear—
Glen Canyon Dam and
Reservoir  Powell  are
destroying the natural
ecosystem of Glen and
Grand Canyons. Right here
and right now we must
begin telling the world the
rest of the story. The success
of the flood was a myth. It
looked good, it felt good, and it
made great press, but it has not
met the test for long-term ecologi-
cal wvalue. The Bureau, the
Department of Interior, the scientific
community, and those who care about
the Colorado River need to own up to
the public that Glen Canyon Dam must
be decommissioned.
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A Tale of Two Rivers

NE IS THE OLD SAN JUAN, muddy and
free (mostly), home of the ghost of
Nevills and spirits of the ancients, last
vestige of the nurturing nature that was
Glen Canyon. The other is the wretched
remnant of the lower Colorado known
as Lake Havasu. Land of Blue Green
Waters? Hardly. How about: Land of
Eternal Engine Exhaust. Or: Land of a
Thousand Buttheads. Or: Freeway of the
Oily Waters. I could go on, but it only
gets worse.

My buddy Layne and I experienced
one of the odder river trips in the annals
of the Colorado River and its tributaries.
Tt started with a relaxing seven-day float
down the San Juan with Glen Canyon
Institute in a pair of wooden dories, and
ended with two days in a sailboat on
Lake Havasu over Memorial Day week-
end. I'd been telling Layne about the joys
of running desert rivers ever since the
bug first bit me a few years back, but this
was his first time on a river.

The San Juan gave us all you could ask
from a river trip—gorgeous country,
lively little rapids, great folks, Indian
ruins, side canyons, starlit evenings filled
with music and tall tales... Layne was
smitten, just as I had been on my first
river trip. The highlight of the trip for
me was serene Oljeto Canyon—as close
as I've ever been to what those legendary
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side canyons of Glen Canyon must have
been like, before the waters of the
dreaded reservoir began to rise. All of
which made the second part of our trip
particularly jarring. An eight hour drive
from the take out landed us smack in the
middle of power boat Babylon.

You know... a couple of days on a sail-
boat at Havasu seemed innocent
enough. Yes, it's a reservoir, but not all
reservoirs are inherently bad. No spec-
tacular canyon was flooded to create
Lake Havasu. No white-water paradise
was destroyed. But my God, the horror!
The horror!

I've never seen such a display of con-
sumption run amok as floated on that
lake. Hundreds—no probably thousands
of bright shiny aquatic dragsters with
thousand horsepower engines belching
raw exhaust into the water and the air.
Houseboats with rooftop disco sound
systems blaring rap music off the canyon
walls—driving across the lake like
miraculous Winnebagos. Dimwit sons
of rich daddies trolling for women of
suspicious virtue using their floating
party barges as bait.

We were the only sailboat on the lake.
Sailing was impossible in the random
chop stirred by the endless parade of
powerboats. Up the lake. Down the lake.
Back up the lake. Sit still and rev the

Getting fo know the San Juan

by Barton Shaler

engine for a while. Smash beer can on
forehead. Light cigarette. Run rings
around the silly looking little sailboat...
repeat steps 1-7. I tried to close my eyes
and sleep as we made our way across the
lake, but I may as well have tried to nap
in the number two lane of the Santa
Monica Freeway on a Friday afternoon.
The noise was constant and deafening.
We made our way to one of only three
coves on the lake set aside as no-wake
zones, only to find a group of drunken
water skiers tearing it up anyway...
Layne and I looked at each other and
said: "Just drain it."

If the tranquility of the San Juan and
the otherworldly experience of Oljeto
Canyon weren't enough to awaken the
activist in Layne, then the cognitive dis-
sonance of going straight from the San
Juan to Havasu definitely pushed him
over the edge. Glen Canyon Institute just
gained a member.

Layne has the river fever pretty bad.
He says the first thing he hears when he
wakes up is the sound of the river. He's
still wearing the Just Drain It hat. He
hasn't put his watch back on yet. His
head is completely spun around. We
arrived at the California border agricul-
tural inspection station, pulled to a stop,
rolled down the window, and the inspec-
tor looked at Layne and asked, "Where
are you corning from?"

Poor Layne just locked up for a few
seconds. The whole trip flashed before
his eyes. I think he considered answering
the question in a broader context, found
that to be impossible, and finally man-
aged to choke out the single word
"Utah." Somehow that failed to ade-
quately capture what he was feeling at
that moment.

I don't think the inspector knew quite
what to make of the laughter that fol-
lowed from both of us... Just a pair of
travelers, figuring out where they are
really coming from, with a little help
from two very different rivers.



Join Us on Glen Canyon Institute’s Annual River Trip

end in your deposit today for next
year’s outing on the San Juan River.

The rapids are user-friendly and
fun, making the San Juan perfect for all
ages and abilities. The trips are oper-
ated through Wild Rivers, a family
owned company in Bluff, Utah.

7-clay frip, May 26
from Bluff, Utah, to Clay Hills
$1195 per person, $400 deposit

For seven leisurely days we will float
through the heartland of Western boat-
ing. Explore traces of ancient people—
ruins, pottery, and incredible rock art.
As broad vistas of the upper San Juan
give way to deep, meandering canyons,
we'll wind through the Goosenecks of
the San Juan and pass into the slickrock
canyons below.

3-day trip. June 6

from Bluff, Utah, to Mexican Hat
5595 per person, $200 deposit

For 1300 years the Anasazi thrived along
the San Juan River and its tributaries.
Cliff dwellings and numerous rock art
sites are accessible by short hikes from
the river. A leisurely pace through this
26-mile stretch of the San Juan allows
plenty of time for exploration.

Kenf Frost, an early explorer of the
Canyonlands country, often joins
Glen Canyon Insfitute’s San Juan
rips.

3, 5, and /-day trips in late May and early June 2002

bdlay rip, June 8

from Mexican Hat to Clay Hills
$895 per person, $300 deposit
Float through the deep “Goosenecks”
section of the San Juan’s lower canyon.
Climb to the rim on the historic
Honaker Trail. Explore side canyons
where sculpted grottos, pools, and
hanging gardens highlight this 58-mile
stretch of the San Juan.

Enter Glen Canyon
Institute’s free drawing for @
chance to win space for
two on next year's 7-day
San Juan trip.

Other prizes include a whitewater
kayak and paddle, getaway for two at
Boulder Mountain Lodge or Pack
Creek Ranch, or one of 15 other prizes.
Suggested contribution is $10 per
ticket. Contact Glen Canyon Institute at
(928) 556-9311 or info@glencanyon.org
to request an entry form.

Each river trip
participant
receives a free
set of Glen
Canyon Institute
Chums eyewear
refention.

Glen Canyon
Institute launches o
New Wealsite

Thanks to the tireless efforts of a Glen
Canyon Institute member, Todd Bradley,
Glen Canyon Institute has completely
redesigned our website.

Our new site, still located at
www.glencanyon.org, includes a secure
server, which will allow you to make
contributions, sign up for events, or
purchase books, videos, cds, and posters
online. We deeply appreciate Todd’s
efforts, and hope you like the results as
much as we do.

We are always in need of volunteers to
help with all sorts of things. You don’t
need to live in Flagstaff or Salt Lake City
to be involved; Todd lives in Colorado,
for example. Check out our volunteer
page at www.glencanyon.org, or give us
a call at (928) 556-9311.

pcge 5




sSeventh Annual Fall Conference, October 11 -13 |

Dams are from Mars, Rivers are from Venus

Grammy Award Winner

Paul Winter in Concert

Sign up for
October 11, /.00 pm

all Fall
Conference
Events for
$100

% RAMMY AWARD WINNING saxaphonist
e Paul Winter will present a solo concert,

%" Prayer for the Wild Things, to benefit
Glen Canyon Institute. The concert will be
held at Kingsbury Hall, University of Utah
in Salt Lake City on October 11 at 7:00 pm.
Tickets are $15 in advance, $18 at the door.

Call Kingsbury Hall Performing Arts

Ticket Office at (801) 581-7100, or any ArtTix
location in Salt Lake City.

Dinner and Silent Auction
Ocieber 12 600 - 9:30 pm

. % PECIAL GUESTS INCLUDE Dave Foreman, a slide show by Katie Lee, and

: : > Select Silent Auction lfems
% presentation of the fourth annual David Brower Award. The cost is $90
per person; advance Reservations are required. Contact Glen Canyon Institute, A special photograph of Katie Lee in Glen
or sign up through our secure online website at www.glencanyon.org. Canyon, donated by Katie Lee

San Juan River Trip Vouchers, donated by Wild
Rivers

Artwork donated by noted artists, Willamarie
Huelskamp, Tom Till, Jim Stiles, and John
Erickson

Patagonia outerwear, donated by Patagonia
Handmade river pliers, engraved and donated
by Kent Frost

Rare books, including a first edition copy of The
Place No One Knew, and the Monkey Wrench
Gang

Original artwork by Elizabeth sprang, donated

: ,;* ,,,;w““""; e M by Gus Scott

Beer bottle cap popped off by Ed Abbey himself,
Bring Katie Lee’s Beautiful Slide Show to Your Community  from his trailer at Arches National park,
donated by Jim Stiles

Katie Lee is willing to present her slide show at your local club’s event. Teamed
up with Executive Director Jeri Ledbetter, these two women present a powerful
and compelling case for restoration of Glen Canyon—a confluence of passion
and science. Contact Glen Canyon Institute for more information.

... and much more
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Discussions on Dams and Rivers
October 13, .30 am - 4:.30 pm
Union Building, University of Utah

$25 All Day Pass (includes lunch)

Decommission: Impossible? The Future of
Western Rivers

Panel Members include Jennifer Pitt, Environmental Defense
Fund; Stanley Pollock, Navajo Tribe; and Wayne Cook, Upper
Colorado River Commission

Cheap & Clean? The Ethics of Hydropower
Y

Panel members include Dave Wegner, former lead scientist,
Glen Canyon Dam E1s; Maureen Rose, Friends of the River;
and Clayton Palmer, Western Area Power

Administration.

Looking fo the Future: How
Compatible are Dams and
[Rivers?

Panel members include Dave Foreman;
Dave Wegner; Jim Edmondson, California
Trout; Randy Peterson, Bureau of
Reclamation.

Sign Me Up!

You can sign up for conference events or contribute to
Glen Canyon Institute by mailing this form with your
payment to Glen Canyon Institute, PO Box 1925, Flagstaff,
AZ 86002, or through our secure online website at
www.glencanyon.org.

Name

Address

City,

State Zip

Phone

Email

The River Wild, Keynote Speech
by Dave Foreman
October 13, 7:00 pm

Fine Arts Auditorium, University of Utah
$5 per person (free with all day pass)

q} AVE FOREMAN HAS WORKED as a wilderness advocate
y and conservationist since 1971. He received the 1996
Paul Petzholdt Award for Excellence in Wilderness
Education. In 1998 Foreman was named by Audubon
Magazine as one of the top 100 conservationists of the
Twentieth Century. His public speeches are reknowned

for inspiring strong efforts for the protection of nature.
“Each of us has to find his or her own role, style, and
tools to use in defense of Earth,” says Foreman. “These
may change through time and situation. Wearing a suit
and tie, I have sat in a room alone
with a United States senator, going
over boundary lines on a map of a
Wilderness proposal. I've also worn
camouflage, prowling around a for-
est, pulling up survey stakes for a
road. What is important is that you

do something. Now.”

Foreman is an author, photogra-
pher, backpacker, river runner,

canoeist, flyfisher, hunter, and bird-
watcher.

I'd like to attend the following events:
# tickets price  total

Paul Winter Concert (purchase through Kingsbury hall or ArtTix)

Dinner and Silent Auction $90
October 13 Conference 25
All events (includes Paul Winter

concert, dinner, and conference) 100

Additional Tax Deductible Contribution

Total Due

OCheck enclosed  OCharge my Visa or MasterCard

Card # Exp

Name on Card
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Mystery Canycon 1958 Kafie lee Mystery Canyon 1963

I like mystery. The unending search for truth, the truth
of beauty. I would have no use for pearly gates and
streets of gold if canyon wrens were not admitted.

— Davip R. BROowERr

Box 1925
Flagstaff, Arizona 86002

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Glen Canyon Institute

Restore Glen Canyon
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